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‘A Repubhmn congressmnal aide has told the FBI that E
Paul Corbin, a political consultant with old-line Kennedy
connections, claimed last spring ‘that he had obtained -
President Carter's bneﬁng papersfor the 1980 presnden-" g

tial debate-and had given them to Ronald Reagan 5. cam—f ;
paign manager, William J. Casey. <" : -

Tim Wyngaard, -executive director-of the House"Re' ;
pubhcan Policy Committee, *has told FBI investigators
that Corbin made that claim to him in a. telephone con-
versation last April-—about six weeks ‘before ‘the debate
papers controversy became pubhc

Casey emphatically denied in an interview this week
that he had received any Carter debate briefing material *
from Corbin or anvoe. else. 1 ‘never knew this material -
was in the campaign,” said Casey,-who is the director: -of
the CIA. “. . It's totally false” Casey added: s

- Casey sand confusion about ‘Corbin may have arisen
because Corbin'did provide Casey with a six-page memo
from & New York lawver outlining_ possible statements
Reagan might make in the Oct.obex 1980 debat,e with
Carter in Cleveland. .

Casey said he is a friend nf Corhms and authonzed
the Reagan-Bush Committee to pay Corbin $2,860 for
expenses for what Casey said was routine campalgn work
in Florida in the fall of 1980). A s

Officials involved in the FBI investigation of how Car-
ler campaign papers came into the possession of the Rea-
gah campaign view Wyngaard’s version of the Corbin
cohversation as potentially sngm'ﬁcant because it is the
first evidence that someonewmoea knowledge about the | ]
Carter debate papers hefor ne‘itﬁe episode was first men»\ |
tioned dn the media. anmvesugmve source cautioned, '
however, that its - aocumcy may turn out to be unpr0v~
able.” ,-'r‘*"

Corbm dedinéd 1o respond to reporters’ inquiries. But
associates of his said he denies ever obtaining the Carter _

‘bneﬁng papers or making such a claim to Wyngaard ]

7 Corbin’s. alleged .claim to the scongressional aide ‘has,l
béen known to the White Housesince last June, and has -
figured in the dispute between Casey and White House -

'chref of staff James A. Baker III over which 1op Reagan .
~campaign official first received the Carter briefing pa-.
_ pers. Baker says he got the Carter papers from Casey, ,
Casey says he never saw.them. -T2 ... ‘

On June 24, Corbin’s alleged -claim was relaved to
Baker-by Wyngaard's boss, Republican Pohicy Commit. -
teé Chairman Dick Cheney {(R- Wyo) Baker then dis- -
cussed it with Casey, .« - Féwl L de 5,00,
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” ATtehigTdiscussion with RaKer, Casey old a:middle-
léve) White House official whods:also a~confidant:that he
" ‘wasconsidering-changing his-original denial that he had-:
veverweceived the Carter debate documents, aceording w
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wﬂedirecemng ‘something’ from*Corbin’ duTing‘the’ cams"|
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Cosey“has given . thxs,@ocmmt of hmv “ie awent .about

i determining that his denial should stand“=¥ ™37t -7+

As 'the White House"i)egan jts own Jnternal anﬁxry

* into ‘the matter in June,Casey told White House counsel

Fred ¥. Fielding that Corbin -could have pmvnded 'h1m _
with some Carter debate papers. :

“Casey'.called Charles Bartlett, & former “Washington
colummst ‘who had introduced Casey and Corbin, to- see
if Bartlett had-any idea of what Corbin had provided the |
" Reagan-campaign. Bartlett reportedly did not. At that |

: point-Casey tried to find Corbin, and ﬁnaﬂy reached him

by telephone on June 29 whn\e Corhm ‘was vacauomng in
Aruba; et

Inthat call—according 10 accounts made ‘public after-
ward by Casey and Corbin—Corhin said ‘the only infor-
mation-or material he had provided to Casey was a few '
pages,of material from New York attorney Adam Wali-
nsky, former top advxser to the late Sen. Robert F. Ken- .
ned\ {D-N.Y.).

After the talk with Corbin, and after Casey found the
Walinsky material, Casey said he was.convinced that he
thad fully and accurately stated his recollection. -

_Though the Walinsky material |_previously ‘has heen
! referred 1o in newspaper - -account.s as a speech, t'is a
; memo recommending points Reagan might use in debat-
+ing Carter, including an attack -on ‘what Walinsky called -
t “President’s -Carier’s many disasters.” Unfi ke the 1,000-.
-page Carter debate papers,-it is.a slim, &ix- “page-memo
- that is-addressed to Corbin and begins "Dear Paul” .

Anvestigative sources=ssid" Corbin also “had sent thé |
_Walinsky memo 15 Baker, who was running the debate
. preparation™group "in_the "Reagari “campaignTBaker- nlso
knew Corbin. Bartlett has said. he had introduced them
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